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ACTION:  AmEkbassy SEOUL 





on atest NIE ami has. “received Scurovek and ede from oI but no mention 











| “| “ok IE should. Ke mate to Parl and ae should be described as "assessmcnt" ' 
7 “ vather than | a6 ‘estimate. l 
i COMMUNIST CHINESE NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES ; 
: Chine , elesrly aspires to great power status, and current Chinese leaders ' 


“have given a) ‘high priority to developing a substantial strategic capability 





ake , essential to such ge aeurs If the Chinese mike wise use of their Limitcs 





" posourees--and resolve their internal politioal conflicts--they could make 





“steady. progress toward the achievement of these goals over the next decade. 





“A “Present tidings. Capabilities. 






ey EN a EE at _ 


OLD 


Hb 


eking, Miay have | a v few sia ~yle1d atomic weapons. which c| a 




















TE ee Te a ee Te ee eee ee a Valet ete een pe 
% =~ ee 








oe Page 2 __ of telegram to 





Classification 


‘Chinese. bonbers. of the: TU-} or TU-16: type. . They . a 





OT coma be delivered by: existir 


. could: ates have | a. “erude ‘thennonuclear ori with. a. nisgeboti-yieid for . the TU-16. i 





2. We. pelieve thet, ‘tne Chinese ave ‘developed an MRBM system in the 600-1,000 
nm range bit! We: aie no- evidence “that it-has ‘been deployed. Initial deployment 
eould ‘begin dixring the: next year Or 80. When this system is soceationaly all Asian 
nations: withthe, exception. of, parts of -India and Indonesia would be within range of 


_ |“ MRBMs. deplicyed. elose: bo: Chinas eastern and southern borders. We anticipate that 





the warheads intially ainghoved would have yields under 100-kt. 
Ba The: @hinese ‘have. demonstrated a capability to produce a fetal 
device: with, a. wil of: ‘several megatons. Although this device was not missile~ 


deliverable, ‘thea leet eae in December 1967, which was not announced by Peking, 


see an unsuccessful attempt to-achieve a. Light-weight thermonuclear (TN) 


eee 
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pangs submene / 5 
Be. Possible: Develomnenta, 


* Hlespous. We -siwer at ‘Poking will continue. to work toward the develop- 








jevices, fon. ICBMs. and lesser-~range strategic attack systems. 
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iFrx allow the Chinese: 0 copier « a | Limited number Of MRENs By the mid- 1970's Peking | 










ae. be able (¥0 deploy as 





: as 100 RES sone with WN warheads, in soft fixed 





: 2 
onking on an TBM. and is capable of deploying one 
ange of over 5,000 miles by the early or mid-1970's. 


He depleyinent cowl bly ‘take place as early as 1O71-LO72, If the Chinese 





“program encountered no m etbacks. The Chinese may decide to deploy their first 





TBM at only 2 a \ few sites by shout the mid 1970's. Any large-scale Chinese ICBM 


deployment may y ewadt the avablebinity of ICBMs with improved launcher sur‘rival, 





reliability, and “pécuidecy: 
Medi: Boubers. Chins is considered capable of producing the Soviet 


10-16 medi’ et Dotter. whith’ Has’ a -combat radius of 1 ,050 nm. If Peking produces 





such sirerart, owe: believe ‘thet At could have about on or so operational by L972. 










aa | Missite- -Jauaching Submarines. We have no evidence that Peking is 


presently constaveting any... additional ballistic missile submarines. China has 







shown | some terest: dnl mioléar powered submarines capable of launching ballistic 






; pacity Cesena br me nas started research and development of 














; hat he’ ‘first unit could be operational until 


tof actual progress will remain in doubt so Long. 
order’ sontiiaus to infect. China. While we have 


jated. with the Cultural Revolution have involved 





ors. field, we have no way of assessing precisely 
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8-63" DS322A a ee rie, « + Classification 
CONTINUATION ener 2 an Ae 2 ; - ‘ 














res Casal earton. 


i ze effect of: such. disruptions on the Chinese advanced weapons program. In - | 


addition, China's progress: in strategic weapons could be adversely affected if the 
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